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Aids damaged blood

suspected in

By Andrew Veftch,
Medical Corresporident

A British haemophiliac has
died after contracting Aids, it

:was reported yesterday. It is

thought that a bawh of con-
taminated Factor VIIL from
the United States was to
blame.

The patient a Bristol man.

‘| has not been named. It is the

first Aids fataiity to be asso-

'ciated with contaminated im-
iports of the cletting agent. A

second haemophiliac, a Cardiff
man, is suffering from the dis-

ease,

it brines the total number of
Aids deaths to nine out of the
20 cases reported in the United
Kingd-m — 17 male homosex-
uals, 'wo male haemophiliacs

and one Woman.

The Haemophilia Society,

: which reported the fatality, is

- advising Britaia’s 4.500 haemo-
' philiacs to keep taking Factor

VIII: “The risk of Alds is

“timy- compared to the risks

from uptreated bleeding - epi-
sodes,” spokesman pointed

out,
More than ha!f_ of the 70 mil-

death 3

lior units of Factor VIIT im-
ported each year come from the
States. One per cent of the
2.000 US Aids victime are hae-
mophiliecs.

the death of the Bristol man
will increase the pressure on
the Government to make Bri-
tain seif-suffizient in blood pro-
ducts = healtit cuts this year
have meant that the Biood Pro-
ducts Laboratory at Elstree
will not be able to meet Bri-
tish demand by 1985, as
planned.

Mr Norman Fowler, the
Social Services Secretary, has
refused to increase the labora
tory's funds, despite warnings
from doctors in the spring that
Aids was on the way.

The Haemovhilia Society is
pumping £25.000 into a researcn
effort to find a wav of ensuring
Factor VIII is Aidsfree.

A Departmert of Health
spokesman said _Yyesterday:
“The Communicable Disease
Surveillance Centre is aware of

the death of the haemonhiliac.

The Blood Products Laboratory
should be self-sufficent in a
few years.”




