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TITLE OF PROJECT (Not more than 25 words)
Alanine Aminp-Transferase (ALT) and hepatitis B core antibody (anti-HBc)

screening of blood donations: a multi-centre study.
SU o T ot mo an words

Abnormal ALT levels and/or the presence of anti-HBc in blood donors can act as
non-specific markers for the transfusion-associated transmission of non-A, non-B
(NANB) hepatitis for which no specific test is available. From data on transfusios
in the USA during the 1970's it has been estimated that NANB hepatitis transmission
could be reduced by up to 40% by screening blood donations for ALT and anti-HBc.
Since the incidence of sporadic NANB hepatitis varies in different countries these
findings may not be relevant in the UK in 1987. It is proposed to determine

ALT levels-on 12,000 and anti-HBc test results on 3,600 blood donors derived

from three regions in England and one in Scotland. Donors with an abnormal ALT
value and/or who are anti-HBc positive will be asked to have a clinical

examination and undergo further tests in order to determine, if possible, the
significance of the results in terms of transmission risk of hepatitis. The
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Other Expenses -

See Guideline Note f(ii) TOTAL £ 20,912
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SUMMARY OF PROJECT (cont)

in assessing the effects on donor panels and their management, the
cost and, possibly, the value of introducing routine screening of
blood donations for ALT and anti-HBc.
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3. SUMMARY OfF PROJECT (cont)

in assessing the effects on donor panels and their management, the
cost and, possibly, the value of introducing routine screening of
blood donations for ALT and anti-HBc.




