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COMPENSATION SCHEME FOR VOLUNTEERS USED TO TEST SNBTS FACTOR VIII 

You asked for  an assessment of the risk t o  these volunteers. I a t tach  a copy of a 
s ta tement  just received from Dr Cash. The following points a re  of particular 
importance: 

1. On the evidence, the  chance of immediate i l l -effect  appears extremely small. 

2. The chance of virus transmission exists, despite all the  precautions taken t o  
prevent i t ,  and cannot be convincingly estimated on present international experience, 
which is neither long nor wide. 

3. The scheme now urgently needed is fo r  a Type I study of Factor  VIII (see page 
4 of Dr Cash's assessment) which is not part  of normal t rea tment .  The other studies 
mentioned in the  assessment differ ,  because they consist in observing the  outcome 
of t rea tment .  Dr Cash dwells upon them with justification, because they are  very 
necessary, but they a re  on the same footing as the monitoring of any recent ly-
introduced drug's e f f ec t s ;  they d i f fe r  from the anti-D scheme, where volunteers 
serve as antibody factor ies  in the interest  of other persons. 

I had asked Dr Cash t o  mention why he  could not overcome Dr Ludlam's reluctance 
by cooperating instead with Dr Forbes in Glasgow. He has not done this, but I see 
no need t o  press the  point, fo r  two reasons. First ,  I hear today from Dr Ludlam tha t  
if he is given a da te  by which a scheme is expected t o  be in force,  he will s t a r t  recruiting 
the  volunteers a t  once. Secondly, there  may be general agreement tha t  the  proposed 
scheme ought in any event t o  be established. 
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