





Assays were also performed on a group of
patients with well-defined clinical NANBH
who were prospectively monitored for up ro
3 years after onset of illness but who had no
identifiable source of infection (9). More
than 50% of these individuals were cither
positive for HCV antibody at the time of the
initial consultation with the physician or
seroconverted  subsequently (Table 3).
Thus, it appears that HCV is a major cause
of community-acquired NANBH as well as
PT-NANBH.

To initiate investigations into the contri-
bution of HCV to global NANBH, a collec-
tion of sera from NANBH patients from
Italy and Japan was assayed for HCV anti-
body. The results indicate that 84% of Ital-
ian patients diagnosed with chronic PT-
NANBH conrained HCV antibody (Table
4). A similar frequency was observed in
prospectively studied chronic PT-NANBH
cases from Japan, but a much lower preva-
lence was seen in Japanese patients with
NANBH that had resolved their acute infec-

“on without progression to chronic hepati-
tis (Table 4). The lower incidence of anti-
body to HCV in acutc, resolving NANBH
has also been observed in other human
studies (21) and may reflect a lower stimula-

tion of the immune system in these cases as
compared with chronic, persistent infec-
tions.

These data suggest that HCV is a major
cause of chronic NANBH throughout the
world. The advent of the specific, sensitive
test for HCV antibody described here
should improve the safety of the world’s
blood supply as well as provide an important
clinical diagnostic tool. With this assay and
the availability of HCV hybridization
probes (12), it should also be possible to
address the issue of whether other parenteral
NANBH agents exist.
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