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1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE e aE
Apoclogies were received from |} . a:}d
who had taken over the Department f{rom B
2. MINUTES QF THE MEETING OF 27 JUNE 1979 . T

Theae were agreed.
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%, a. PREVENTION OF HAE&OL‘!TICWQISEASE OF THE NEW BORN

i. Revoert from the Join'h Sub-Committee on Prevention of HIN

reported that at the last meeting of the Joint Sub-Committee

it had been agreed that with the exception of the trials being undertaken
S at Lewisham and in the Leeds Region, anti-D immunoglobulin should not normslly

- be administered antenstally tc Hh negative pregnant women., Instead there
{alr ; ghould be a "'tidymghup operatmn to engure that all Hh pegative mothers at

A risk of giving birth to an- ‘B poaitive’ ‘baby were given anti~D post-natally.

A working party was now considering tHe best means of putting this 1nto N
practice,.

ii. Draft Group. Card i‘or Rhesus Women

reported that hé had drafied a card which Wag Tow being cons;dered N
rby the- working party. »

and who are members of a working group on the supply
of anti~D said that their group had had discuasions about the requirements
for and availability of anti-D and Regional Transfusion Directors were
~ assured that they would be kept informed of the aupply position.

b SINGIE TONOR PACK. S’I‘UDY- GROUP - OB.AL R.EIPORT FROI& DR R 5 ILANE

reported that the" group had" recently had a further meeting with
Travenol and would'shortly be discussing a "£iA33 template design for.a- SETORR S
pack. A single pack’ would be ready for field 'trials in February 1980. Thec .
Steering Group would set these in tradn and afterwards preaent a full report.
4o Directors. . o ’

~ No date had yet bheen fixed for the introduction of the pack because aeveral
major matters, J.ncluaing pricing, had s%till to6-be discussed with: Travenol,
gtressed the need for Supply division to be kept in touch because
they had to ensure the supply of 5 liire frozex. plasma collection yasks prior i
to the introduction ©of the mew pack. "? l-d

_ “asked about Travenol's rights (eg resazdlng patantu ) in view
S of the fact that other mamufacturers were about to be approved as suppliers

S of dopor packs (see pazagraph da). .. said that while Travenol would -
doubtless take out’ copyright type patents, it'wasropen to any mamufacturer
to put forward a propoeal for a pack, and he suggested that Supply Bivision
should refer any interested manufacturer to hxm fdr details of .the requixement
e, DEVELDFMEN“S IN THE MANAGEMENT OF THE CENTR&L LABORATORTES =-

ORAL REPORT BY THE DEPARTMENT

oo explalned that it was likely that the North West Thames Regional
Health Anthority would not'want to continue indefinitely to manage the centra
laboratories and slternative manasgement arrangements may have to be considere:
The recommendations of the Royal Commission on the NHS would have to be borme
in mind when deciding the future mansgement of .the laboratories.



 Begional Transfusion Diredtors would attempt to meet the anmual target, ..
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" RECRUITMENT OF ETDNEY DONORS - ORAL REFORT BY THRE DEPAR'IMENT

At "the req_ues‘h of Regional Transfusion Directors, Regional Donor Orgam.sez:s
had discusséd the question whether ‘there cught to be greater involvement .
Yy Cen‘b::es in the recruitment of kidney donors. Donor Organisers ag:rceed
that they would prefer to have g passive rather than an active role ie they
would display ‘posters and ‘kidney donor cards at bloed collecting sessions.
and in their caravans, but did not wish actively to encourage blood donors
to sign kidney donor cardas.

e. . SERUM QHALITY CONTROL

' The .Chairman reminded DLectoz:s that they bad undertaken to supply

with 400 litres of serum per annum. Eowever ai“hé:f 8 months
only 85 litres had been sent to Birmingham, and he wondered wha‘t pmblems v
Directors had encountered.

'Directors erplai,ued that one of the reasons for the shortfall in the gupply

of serum was a lack of appropriate labels, but these had now been recaived an&

provided suitable denors. were available. The dearth of suitable donors would ',

“be discussed by the Reglofal groupa ‘at their next meeting and if it still.

nraved difficult for Centres to collect the required amount of serum then
......... . would¥have tobe told in December that regrettably .the
KBTS was una.ble 1o meet i%s: target. kindly offered t‘ne Amy'

services in helpmg to coldect serum from donors attending AZBSD sesalona. Lo
R

a. (i) .Blood bags approval scheme

(ii) “advfsory group on. equipment used in comnection with bleod and .
© . bloed pmauc’ca. .

"t

speaking. to-Departmental paper BTD(79)1.2

~dnd _
'expla.i.ned tha*t the Advisory Group, which wag in the process of being..set ;up,

would have a“ﬁegional ha.nei‘usion D:u:ector as Cha.h:man a.nd other Directors
would be members.

Firme which already had a la.cence under the Medicines Act would. antomatically
be.included 'in.the first published Approved List; BIOTEST would be inclmied
in- this list as they had been licenced: since Apra.l 1979. - ) }

b.. Frozen Blood

sﬁggea“bed that there was a need for a common system for handling
frozen blood” especially in the washms and packing. The Chairman tb.ong.h'b :
there was a need for a working p to consider the NBTS! future requirements
for frozen blood. It was agreed cse Directora who were moa‘t concerped with

‘the contimued production of frozen blood .-

. and’ ) should meet under chaimanahip at
the Army's Blood Supply Depot, Aldershot te discuss what the future
requirements for frozen blood were likely to be and how these could best be med
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:5¢ - BLOOD TRANSFUSION COMFUTING PROJECT - REPORT BY COUAND T

. . [T~

the Begional Computer Services Officer for North Fast Thames said that
.following a feasibility study on the use of computers in the- NETS which had been
~ sent i;o all Directors about 9 months ago, Directors had received user sysiems
_ Bpeci.fication, and it had now to be decided whether a computer project for the
- NBTS .should be tazken any further. .. considered there Were many reasons
why the IIBTS needed a computer system - eg it would help itoward safer bloed
t::ansfusmn- mislabelling of domation packs could be eliminated and a computer
_ gystem woul& help the NBTS in its increasing work. There would prc'bably also ‘be :
_some cqa-h benefita. :, For example, building a computer room and-équipping it’ wrl:h "
- a Duplex computer aystem plus a number of terminals would cost*£293 800,  In"
. addition there were: annual revenue costs of £26,500, but it was'taiculated that
. there wonldbe. anmal revénue savings of £72,300. There would bé d-Basic &smputer
. system to start with and further systems would be hooked on-as developed. Centres
could ﬂlao beé linked up with the blood pruducts laboratory-at Elstree, ‘

An all.embracing. computer system which would be tailored for inlividual regions' )
needs would be much, ghesper than 14 or 15 individual systems, and: bulk purchase*
. contracts for hardware and software would mean significant: dlscounta. g

. gald that 'hhe Department was prepared to consider inveating more money

in a continued study, of a computer project provided that D:I.rectors accepte& that -
there was a fu‘ture for a computer syatem in the NBTS. : : . f.." R
Directors ag;r:eed .n~principle~tha‘b ‘there wes a need for such a, sya‘tem, bu’c ‘%tﬁat o
.various. problems,idike language and the type of- computer. to. be* “ased), - wou.ldah.ave g
f@ be :r.:esolved firsg. ~agreed to discuss the question-of 1anguage and ¥ O
compu‘tm? ty'pe with his fellow ‘Regional Computer Se'mrices Oi‘ficers as soom ga~"
possaible.

6. REPORTS FROM REGIONAL GROUP CEATHMEN

Ba group, discussed the report of the Trends Working: Party, and-the.
us agewafi blood proﬁucta and synthetic blood expanders. The gioup had agreejﬁ,_%hat
should beitheir representative o Com‘&‘l:ee to" study ‘the:

mp’licationa for Regional Tzansfusion Centres of the 'Howie Cude of Practice.'-ff

b. i group discussing computing in the NBTS concluded that this waa
.an eaaentlal future development. The group also discussed the Howie ‘Codé of
Practice -and. concluded that noms.lly NBTS 1aborator1§s would not be affectéd
by it.

1
I

o group had conaidered many of the subjects under dlscuss:.on a‘t the
meeting and he would repert hia group g views as the items arcse.

. The Chairman ralsed the guestion of whether Reglons -should becoké self-supwrti_ng
- in the supply of blood products ie each Region should-receive from the blood
_ products, -laboratory blood products in relation to the amount of plasma it sent to
- be i‘ract:u.onated. . Begional groupa of Directors had already indicateéd their broad
,_a.greement to this proposal and a date had now to be fixed for & meeting with -
Representatives of Regional Heal‘th Authorities (mcluding Treasurers) to diacuss
the preposal further,
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» - .‘ . of proficiency- testing.and:to ‘dimgover why- efrors were being made, -
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- . Directors. acceptied sthe .suggestion. that where .a .paiient from one BRegion attended.~. ..

.« a haemophilia centre infanother it should be the responsibility of the patieni's =
‘home Heglon to ensure.that sufficient plasm;i was collected. :to cover the ;:atient.."a
treatment in the other ‘Region., . T

reported ithat some study groups were 'advising against transfusion of: -~

.plasma protein fraction Yo some patients with oligaemic shock amd that slready dn

Scotland usage of HPFF was showing some signs of decreasing Be under'took tc

=.cireulsrise suitable: references to Direc'tors. ‘ e
7.  NATIONAL PRDFICIENCY TESTING IN BLOOD GHOUP SEROLOGY - ORLL REPORT = =
34 ot S ey

e reported that 4 groups funded—br-ihe-lopariment-including

..Steering Committee.~:were examining -the quality” of proficiency testing. Some.gf

+the results had been:disturbing and. . Committee considered that the:is

-~ .. -reasons for some lahordtories' poor perfomances should be. examined., I%: mig“ht"l:fe

wnecessary to issue:sguifielines or altema'tively Regional 'ﬂransfusion Diz:ectcz,' el
could “police" the scheme. . , , S

said. that-bhis.group had digcussed 'bh:.s matier and had concluded. that- it .-
‘was appropriate:for. Hegional. Transfusion Directors to take on the momtozzing ELrE o0

agreed that {hey were best equipped to take on ~the  task.

It was decided that ! sbould 191: Directors know regularly howtheir
regional laboratories were performing. :

s asked what the Department's views were on proficiency testing and

whether it would provide extra funding for theitesting., _ . paid that bes -
o e wonld discuss the matten,thhm the De'paz'tment -and let Di.rec'tors know. s

“,9‘-," ws OF LONG-TERM PLA PLASMAPEERESTS - RED(79)10 .0 - " «L-aii.

reported that a.yegular .plasmapheresis:donor in the Birmingham Region. wwi .
with & high titre ante-D; was recently found to be suffering from & malignant - =
lymphoma. PFarther investigaiions were in hand to discover whethexr the condition
was one of chronic lymphatic leukaemis or a'differentiated.form of lymphocytic . ..

. lymphoma. had- been unable to discover amy other known case where. a
.malignant lymphoma had been associsted with plasmapheresis,

Directors were also unaware cof any:such cases. ) reminded Directors .
. that it has been agreed that any cases where plasmapheresis donors had contracted -
: g fiisease or illness should be reported to-him. He would also require a regular
return of the total numbers of donors who had been boosted so that the number of -
people who were found to have contracted an illness or digease could be related
. to this figure. . .

-9,  HRETENTION OF USED DONOR PACES - ma(?9)£i" ‘

Directors agreed that the retention of all-used donor bags for 24 hours
post-transfusion for medical-legal reasons presented considerable practical
difficulties and that since any serious transfusion reaction was likely to become
manifest during the course of the transfusion this recommendation need no longer
be regarded as mandatory.
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470,  WORKING PARTY.TC'SUPERVISE THE TNTRODUCTION OF mcmm READABLE P
33 LEBELS - REPORT BY RTD(79)1% i

-y - [

w - said that the.report of the Working Party was & preliminary -one and .. -
.. much has yet to be coneidered. Proposals put forward in the report had yet to
be tried out in the field and experience had 40 be gained in using the labels
‘. before final recommendations could be made. Directors agreed that the interim.
report could be published. : - ’ SO

11. a. Hepatitis Testing L
;a8 Chairman of the. Advisory Group on ‘the Testing for the:Presence.of.
Bepatitis B Surfaceintigen and its Antibody, said that: ihe Group wad concerned .
sbout the incidence: of post-trangfusion jaundice. The-Group was particularly.
anxious io.receive from Regions details of patients” suffering from Non-Aand = 2. ..
. Non-B hepatitis and.would sppreciate receiving samples-ofi serum from these- patienis.

remipded Directors of the contimied need to" repor't all :canes - oi‘ pos b
transfusion hepatitiss. e ;
“v “b.  Ampins- R "

spe o Divectors:aiere most colicerned at the way in which the! DepartmentiesMedicines own.-
" Divigion-‘at: very short-notice asked all Centres to cease using .ampéns.
.eéxpressed: regret al the short notice which Directors had-received:but explained - -
that Medicinmes Division appeared to bave little choice in! certa.in eircumstances . -

-but to take such decisions.at very short notice, ‘ - S SR Gl
c. Ant:-‘l‘etanus Enmunoglobulm N -'."_ L T

,D:Lrectors were worriedsthat-although they had been told thet supplibs of 'bhe .
zmunoglob:ﬂin would ‘be:distributed no suppiies had yed: been recezxxed sl ~;‘.. .

: expla.med that: the Department had first to issue’ ind..ca'tmns for use-of-
-t he immunoglo‘imlm :and-he woulé need %o know haw it woulﬁ "be useéb. He vas meet:.ng
Dr Smithies shortly to discuss these points.

d. Post«Rubella Vaccinstion et
——— .was worried’ that although the wemorandum on the medical. care of Donors

aﬂv:.sezi that blood could be donated 3 weeks to a month after such vaccination:
he haed recently had a case where rubella virus was present in the dondr's urine -

3 months after vaccination. wondered whether the period .of non—donation
ought to be extended. ' It was agreed that vould copsult with an
expert and report to Dz.rectors at their next meeting. T A T
e.  Electrolytic Removal of Hair RS Tt s 3

Regional Group wondered whether the process of removal 'of hair By
electrolysis ought to be treated in the same way a5 acupuncture as far as blood .
dongtion was concerned.  The meeting agreed, however, that questioning donors
about this routinely might give rise to considerable embarrassment and since there
is no evidence of a link between this procedure and post~transfusion hepatitis
the matter could be left as it is. :



-
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f. Use of local ansesthetic g}g : - TS SOV S SO
aske:'i that= Directors of Centres ueing guns should advise ST
at Colindale.who. was investigating their use. I1 was reported that certain ...
gune have been condemmed in the USA and undertook to obtain further .. .’
details and report tc the next meeting. an v S

12.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It wae zgreed that the next meeting should take place on 12 December in
Sheffield<and would be followed by a dinner for those Dmctoxs whovere
retiring,

[Tne eveniiig of 12 December has:since proved .not to be convenlent.¥o 21l retiri 2
Directorss * The dinmer-will therefore now be beld in Sheffield.ionill . December. /

DESS
October 1979



