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R.TD M/176 

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

REGIONAL TRANSFUSION DIRECTORS MEETDlG 

MINUTES OF TBE 176th MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3 OCTO:BER 1979 IN ROOM 30 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SECURITY, H.ANNIBAL ROUSE, ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
LONDON SEl. 

Present: 

. ::-~. 

io"".'".' 

- Chairman 

(..ueputy) 

.-

Regional Transfusion Directors 

.. 
'J~• 0' dO.::<:~·!',;, • • .~'' o,\-~ 

. " -· ~~... -~·· '...! ·• "' - . 
:Blood .Group Refe~nc'e Laborat6ry · · 
Blood·~P.roducts Labo-i-at'oey, >~"·' · 
National. Medical D.fr-ector; · ··scottish National 
:Blood;Fransfusion Service 
Scotti~h HOme and~ealth Dep~ent 

· Scottiim National Blood Transfusion Senice 
Northern Ireland BleQa Transfusion·service 

.AXmy ~load· Supply: ·:De:Pot; Aldershot 

-~ ~'~--~~~:: .• , A~:,.:-.··-!~\~ .; D 
-· ·r ,_ ;"' 

North Fast Thames R~onal.··:He~th Authority (Parl) : 
DHSS ~Part l . · ~·~:- · . · ' ~. ·: •: 
DHSS Part .. · ~·. 

DHSS Part . · . 
DHSS · · ·· -~~. 
T\"D'I:!s {P--i.) · ·: .. ~-' 
-~ .= .. 
DHSS 
DHSS 

., 

1. APOLOGIES FQR ABSENCE -·~;·, 

Apologia~ were received from l and 
who had taken over the Department from 

2. MINUTE3 OF THE MEE'l'ING OF 27 JtlNE 1212 

These were agreed. 
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:;. a. PREVENTION OF HAEMOLT.t'IC DISEASE OF THE NEW :BORN 

i. Re~ort from the Joint Sub~Committee on Prevention of HDN 

reported that ~t the last meeting of the Joint Sub-committee 
it had been agreed that with the exception of the trials being 1Jlldertaken 
at Lewisham and in the Leeds Region, anti-D immunoglobulin should not no:rmally 
be administered antenatally to Rh negative pregnant women. Instead there 
should be a. 11 tidiing-up"operation to ensure that all Rh negative mothers at 
risk of giving bhth to az{Rh poaitive·_·baby were given anti-D post-natally.· 
A working pa.rty was now considering t.!:ie· best means of putting this into ·: . 
practice. 

ii. Dra.ft Group Card !or: Rhesus Women 

reported that he bad drafted a card Vhich was now being considered 
by the· ~rking party. 

". , ... 
and Who are members 6£ a working group on the supply 

of aoti-D said that their gr6up had had discussions about the requirements 
for and availability or anti-D and Regional Transfusion Directors were­
assured. _tbat they would be kept inf'ozmed of ·tbedrupply position. 

I • ~·.~ !, '' • I " • 

b. SD1GL'E WNOR PACK STlmY~ GROUP - ·ORAL REPORT FROM DR R S LANE 
~·. ~· ... )~.:'; 

reported that tb.e"·group had:recently 'haa··~a-fUrtbe:r meetmg with 
Travenol and -would' Shortly be d.iscusiH.hg a --fina:f teiiiPla.te design· for. a · : : · 
pack.. A single pack· wo~d be ready for field. :tria.J.a in Peb:rtl.al:'3' 1980. Thee" . 
Steering Group would' set~· these in train and afterwards present a full report. 
to Directors. 

No date had yet beeil fixed: ·for the introductioll of the pack because aevera.l · · 
major matters, incluiting·_.pr).;cing, hacf still to:·be discussed with .T:ravenol. ·~ 

stressed:· tl1~'-· need for Supply' Division to be kept in touch because 
they had to enauxe the supply or 5 "litre frozer1·plasm.a. ·collection packs prior 
to th~ ·introduction of the new pack. ,. >·~·-·· ·:.:.. •.:. ·· 

"' .. ..._ :.: . ~.;' 
· asked about Travenol' a rights . (eg :rega.rd.j.llg patents· ) in view 

of the fact that· other manufactu:rers were about to be approved as suppliers 
of donor packs (see paragraph 4ah . _ said that while Tra.venol would · 
doubtless take out 'cop;ri-iSht type patentst it:1Wa.s,:open to· any m.a.nu.facturer 
to put forwal:-d a ·p:r;opoaal· for a ·pB.c.k, and he su;8geeted that Supply DiVision· 
should refer any intereste<f manufacturer to ~-.£6r details of . the requirement 

, ~ -•. 
:-~:~.·. 

c. DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MANAGEMENT OF THE CENTRAL LA:BORA!OOR.Im -
ORAL REPORT :SY THE DEP .ARTMENT 

explained that it was likely that the( N~rth West Thames Regional 
Health .Authority woUld' not' want to continue .indefinitely to manage the centra.: 
laboratories and alternative ma:nageti!ent · a.rraligemen.ts m.ay have to be considere~ 
The recommendations of the Royal Commission on the NHS would· have to be ·borne 
in mind when deciding ·the future management:of.the laboratories. 
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A.t the requ~st 6"!" Regional T.tans!'u.sion Directors, Regional Donor Organisers 
had di·scusssd ··-the question whether there ought to be greater inVolvement.·' 
by Centres "¥ the recruitment of kidney donors. Donor Organi.se~s agi-~ed -~ 
that they would prefer to have a passive rather than an active role ie they 
woUld di~splai ·po'sters and 'kidney donor cards at blood collecting sees.ions. 
and· in their ca:rava.ns, but did not wish actively to encou:rage blood donors 
to sign kidney donor cards. 

e. . SERUM QUALITY CONTROL·· -~ 

The-Chairman reminded Directors that they had undertaken to ~pply 
. 'With 400 litres of serum per annum. However "a.rter:e months 

only 85 litre_s had been s·ent to :Birmingham, and he wondered What problems·-:· c · 

Directors had encountered• · · · · 

Directors exP"la.iri.ed that one of the reasons :for the shortfall in the supply 
of serum was :a laCk or appropriate labels, but these had now been .recirlved ·and 
Regional Tra:l?-!'!i'usion Direl!t'ors. would attempt to meet the annual targe~:t , :·_.._ .. · ·. ~ .. 
provided sui i~ble donors were available. The dearth of sui table donors would 

· be discussed~ by the Regiob.al groups ·at their next meeting an.d if it stili.. · · · 
n~vP.d dif!icult.:for Centres to collect the required amount of serum then 
--------- . . . wouldlmve to:".be told in December thAt regretta'bly .. the · 
NBTS was. u.rui,~le ·to meet. i~a::target.- kina..;ty ofi'e~ed·th~:·.Axw.!s 
services ·in ·helping to -coli!ect serunf:: .f;'rom donors attending A:BSD .s~essions.<: . 

• -::-~~~.- • ' < • -~ ., • • • • ... 

a. (i) . Blood bags apprcival scheme 

(ll) >";MVfaory group on:-: equipment· used in connection with blood and, .. 
· . blood products. . ·. ~·., 

.. . '. . 
_. -·~: -·. ,. slJeaking. to· Departmental paper RT:I?( ?~)g., _ 
e%pla.ined tha'\· the .Adviso-r.;- Group,. which was in the. process of being-set ;up, 
would: have :fi.'ReglonaJ. Transfusioii:Director.·u Cbah·man· Snd.. otb.er Dir.eitoJ:s · 
would be membe:r;s. · ·· · · · · .. ··· -· .. M.,. 

Fir.ins which ·aJ.rera.dy had. a licence under the Medicines Act would automa,tic~ly . 
be. ihcluded ·in-·the first published Approved List; :BIOTEST .would be included 
in. ~a list as they had been licenced: since April. 1979. ..·: ... 

b.'· Frozen :Blood 

- :· e-QggErsted that there· was a need for a common .system for handling 
frozen blooa·.:e~:rpecially in the washing and packing. The. c:ha.i:rma.n thOugbt · · 
there was a. ~riee'cf'for a working ~JlP: to consider the NBTS' future reqUirements 
for frozen blbod. · It was agreeq:'l:bose Directors who were inoet conce:r,:ged .with 
. th~ continu~a production of frozen· blood ( • ~ ·. . ~ ·_:· · · · .· 

. and.' ) should meet under .chai:rm.ansl::i.i:p a.t 
the A:rw;t• a· Blood Supply Depot, Aldershot to discuss what the iutuxe 
requirements for frozen blood were likely to be and how these could best be mei 
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:5·~~:- ·BLOOD TRANSFUSION COMPUTING PROJECT - REPORT ':B-:( 

.the Regional Computer Services Officer for North .East Thai:nee said that· 
. follo~ .. a feasibility study on the use of computers in the ··NETS which had been 
sent tP all Directors about 9 months ago, Directors had received user systems 
specificatfon, and it had now to be decided whether a computer. project for.· the 

. NB.TS .shoUld. be taken a:ny f'u:rther. considered there were many reasons 
why the NETS needed a computer system - eg it would help toward safer blood 
transfusion; mislabelling of donation packs could be eliminated arid a computer 
system woJ.ild. help the. NETS in ita increasing work. There would .probably als.o··be 

. "some cq~~ benefits'•·~;: .For example, building a computer room and .iqUipping i·f"With 
"a Dupiex>ccnfput.er arstem plus a number of terminals ·w6uld cost'J£293"i000.: n;t~:·--. 
addition "there. were'. annual revenue coats of £26,500, but it· was 'cal-culated ·tha.t 
th_e:re wUi\i)P.e~ anm?~i revenue savings of £72,300. There woUld be a~ basic computer 

. system ,_.;to .. J!t.art wi"hl,l ~d further systems would be hooked on· as d-ev.elc:>ped·. · .Centres 
could !lac_. 1:1e linked up with the blood products laboratoey .. a.t ·Elstree; · 

.An all,,embr.~ing, c~~ter system which would be tailored for ill~vidual re~-~i'!s' 
needs ~~p. b~ mu~gbeaper .than 14 or 15 individual systems, and· bulk ~h:ase• 

. contra.c:ts fc:Jr hardware and software would mean ·significant discounts.· · · ·· · · ·. · · · · 

said that the Department was prepared to consider investing more money 
in .a con~;i:nul)!d a~y.;,_-?f. a computer project provided· that Dire~~ors ·accepted~-t~t · 
there -was a future .fqr a computer system in the NBTS. ·' ":'1.. ' '.: ,~.:· 

.~ ~.. -. '" ~ -~ . 

Directors· agreed ·in;';jlrinciple~that•>there was a need for auch··a,j1y'etein~ but· .. ~:fait 
. va::r:i~ps~ :p~ble~.•t 4i~~ ~language.- ·and the ty:pe · of· computer·· to. 'be'·-used·~- w6uld8~ve.. i. : .. • ~ 
'tiP;;;}>~ re sol y~d f.:f:r~1;~~ 'agreed to discuss the quee:tion ··of 'la:cgua.ge -itid · ~ 
computer. type with :llis .fellow.·Regional Computer Services Officers as soon ·aa::.'> ... : 
possibi'e ~ · · · 

6. REPORTS FROM RmiONAL GROUP CHAIRMEN . : ~ . ~ .... : .... 

a •. : .. ~up~ ~scueeed the report of the· Trends Worki:ag:·Party, and ·the<:: 
us age..o:..;O:f;. bl:ood products and .synthetic blood e:rpanders. The groftp bad agre~~:r·tlia.t 

.... ~-- · Sbould::h~!~-~ repre~entative o1 _ . ·. c9mmi~tee ~··atua.Y"::the~. 
l.mplioation.s.. for Regfonal Transfusion Centres of the·: Howie Coda.::of Practiclir~~ ·:~ ,. · ·-·.: 

• •• -. .... -+ ~ ... • • ~ • 

b. 1 group discussing computing in the NBTS concluded that this was 
an eeeen:tiSl· future development. The group also discussed the ~wi~:f 'Code of·.:'· 
Practice arid, concl:u.ded that noma.lly NETS laboratories would n.Ot lie"·a.f'fecte.d · 
by it.. . . ·~· . ' 

.c. group had conai'dered ma.ny of the subjects under discussion ·at the 
me~ti.I:lSi ·.and he would report hi~o;group 1 s views as the items aros¥t · ·;:-· 

:The Cbairman.raised the question of whether Regions·should,becofn~ self-supporting 
·.in the ·supply of blood products ·ie each Region should ,receive f;-om _the blood 

. producta·laboratorJ blood products in relation to the amount· of~plasma it sent to 
· be frac:tionated •.. Regional groups of Directors had already indicated their '·broad 

... B:s-reement to this proposal and a date had now to be fixed for a." meeting with - . 
, Representatives of Regional Health Authorities (including Treasurers) to discuss 

the proposal further. · 
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·· ·e. Directors accepted 'the .suegestion. that wh-ere .A .patient from. one Region attended-:~-.... ~­
.- a haemophilia centre m.. another it ahould be the responsibility of the patient ta· a. 

home Region to enSUI'e :·;that sufficient plasma wa.S collected.::to cover the patien:t;....t-a··· 
treatment in the other ·.Region.. · :.~t:-

reported that· some study ~ups were 'advising against transfusion of. · ---· 
. plasma protein fraction to some patients with oligaemic shock and that already ·in 

·· .Scotland usage of HPP.F was showing some signs of decreasing. He undertook to 
.:~:circularise sui table· :references to Di:recto:J;S. · ' ·. ~- · · 

NATIONAL PROFICIENCY TESTING IN :BLOOD GROUP SEROLOGY - ORAL EEPORT 
BY ;:;;:;: ,;t1 · 

~. :reported.::tbat 4 groups fuaid "by ·~• :D&J~w:at-includ.il:lg 
:• ·.· .. ;;Steering Comm.itteeoi'lr~:re examining -the q:uality· of -proficiency testing. Some-...pr;:C · 
;;..· ·the :results bad been:!dd.::s-turbing and·. . Committee considered that :the ~:.t.::•· 

.reaaona for some laboratories' poor performances should be. examined. It,migh~e 
·' ~'lllecesea:ry to. iseue~·gtti:d-e.lines or.~.~te:rnatively Regional Transfus'ion Di:rector-8':~.:6/:. 

•, .. -. ~ 

..... ~· 
~~.~ 
~·:.~ .... ...- ··--: ;, . 

could 11policen the· scheme. · 

. said. that.,~hia.:.g;r'oup. had· .. diacuseetj this matter and bad concluded.-:that:.i.t' .: ;.; 
·was appropriate · !or.:.~eg~ _ T.r~fueion Di.:reqtors to take . on. the moni to:riing::.' J:.:C;;:;::·.:. .._ 
of: proficiency, testing . .::and;;::to ·.o.:i"aeover why .. errors 'Were bei:ng made:. Di:t'ectcrs.;::-::,~-:': > 
agreed. that they ·were ·best equipped: to t~.--~::-the: task. ' ·~ ,.,, · 

It was decided that ; shoUld let .Di:i:ecto:rs know :regularly bowiheir .. 
regional laboratories w~re :performing. ··' .. ·- · 

asked what the.~epartment 1 e views were on proficiencY testing and 
whether it would provide extra i;upding :for the~teeting. . said that bee ·· 
would. discuss the mati;e:x:;;.within tl;le" Department;~di~et Di.rectore know. "' .. :ff.;.·,, · 

-~~: :· ... ~.:- . ... .. ~ . . . .. : . 
.a •... ~POSSI.llLE HAZARDS ·oF.:.LON~TERM- PLA.SMA:PEERE3IS ~ JiTD(79)10 ·." 

reported that. a .. ,;egul:ar ;p:basmapbe:resis_;donor ill the :Simingham Region.; '·;:,A··· 

wi tb a bigb ti t:re ante-D;· was: .recently fo\Uld. ·to be suffering from a malignant ... :­
lymphoma. Further investigations were in hand to discover whether the condition 
was one of cb:ronic lymphatic leukaemia. or a ~.di·fferentiated . .form of lymphocy-tic 

.. lymphoma. bad b.een unable to discover aiJY other known case where. a 
.malignant lymphoma had been· associated with p~asmapheresis. 

JJi:recto:rs were also unaware of any.• ·such cases. reminded Directors· . 
. . that it has been agreed that any cases . where pla.sma.pheresis donors had contracted 
: a: disease or illness should be reported to~him. Re would also require a regular 

return of the total numbers-of d~nors who had been boosted so that the number of 
::·people who were found to have contracted· an illness or disease could be related 
_ to this figure. 

·c",•' 

9. REI'ENTION OF USED DONOR PAcKs - RTD(79)1i .. 

Directors ~eed that the retention of all·· used donor bags for 24 hours 
post-transfusion for medical-legal reasons presented considerable practical 
difficulties and that since any serious transfusion reaction was likely to become 
manifest during the course of the transfusion this recommendation need no longer 
be regarded as mandatory. 

~-
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WORK."rnG PARTY .~TO'fSUPERVISE TEE INTRODUCTION OF MACEI:NE RE.AllAl3LE 
LABELS - EEPORT :BY .. RTD( 79 )13 _!:•~.:;.;. . •.•.. , .. 

w said that ·the7.:report of the Working Party was a.:prelimjnacy ·one and ~'· 
much has yet to be considered. Proposals put forward in the report had yet to· 
be tried out in the field and experience had to be gained in using the labels 

. before ·final recommendations coUld be made. Directors agreed -that the interim 
report could be published. 

11. a. Hepatitis Testing 

. ,:·.as C'ha.i.rman. ·of tbe .. .Advieocy Group on the. Testing for the :·P:resence.:,pL 
: ·.::·.::· ::?Hepati tie l3 SUrface"':·Atit±gen and :its Antibody, said that\tbe Group was :conc-erned~-.: 
.:;:>;-:.;.·~,about the incidence: of post-transfusion jaundice. The-·G:roup was. pa.r:ticula:cly/· 
~.·::· · .~,:£' anxious to.-·:rfe'ceive from:. Regions details of patients: Bu.ffe:t'ing :from Non-A:·a:od". .... ::v .• · ~-~ 
:.r;:~'i:.: 'Non-:B hepati tie and.·wiild S.pprec.l,ate receiving samples;:· of; .serum from these ·.;patients. 
;.-"· reminded .·Directors of ·:.-the continued need· to :report aJ.J.; ;·cases of<post-:-

transfusion hepatitis•.. :.~ . 

Amp~s·· 

· ~< ~- ~ -ll±:rectora':tvere most. col:icemed· at the way. in which the\':Depa.xtmen~'et~Med:icine"S : ·t. '!l·. · 

Divisiozi at:. very sb.o:rt·~:n'otice asked all Centres to cease using .ampd:ns. 
e·:xpreesed; regret at~ the short- not±ce which Directors had:,received::bilt explained 
that Medicines Division appeared to have little choice in':certaiJ::L~ircumstances 
·.but to take such decisions .. at very short notice. ··" · ., · · 

c. Anti-Tetanus Immurioglobulin ....\... :·. 

J)irector&~.a.iere -worried::_-:that··a:J. though they had been told :that .sup:pli~s of the · ·.;~.::=·, 
:.:;:·"illlmunoglci~~;'in would be::distributed no supplies bad yet.·::peen:reoe.t:y.e.t~: •.. ,. ·; .•.. 

explained that:,the Depa:rtmetlt had first to issue·:indicatio~s for .use·-:o:f' 7 

' :the ·i:amnmoglobulill.:and·che would need to know bc:w it would·,rbe .ueed:l:lr~:Re was meeting> 
Dr Smithies shortly to discuss these points. · ··· · ·· · .. 

d. Post-Rubella Vaccination , ' ·--:- ~ ... I ,, • 

__ ·-·· _ .was worried .:that a1 though the memorandum en the medicaJ: .. care of Donors 
advised that blood could be donated 3 weeks to a month after such vaccination · 
he ba.d recently had a case where rubella virus was presetlt in the donor 1 a urine · 
·3 months after ·vaccination. _ wondered whether the period .of ·non...do'nati·otl 
ought to be extended •. It was agreed that would consult with ··an 
expert and report to Directors at their ne:xt meeting. - , · .. '· ". 

e. Electrolytic Removal of Hair 

Regional Group wondered whether the process of removal 'of hair·oy 
electrolysis ought to be treated in the same way as acupuncture as far as blood 
donation was cotlcerned. The meeting agreed, however, that questioning donors 
about this routinely might give rise to considerable embarrassment and since. there 
is no evidence of a link between this procedure and post-transfusion hepatitis 
the matter could be left as it is. 
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.. 

:f. Use o:f local anaesthetic guns ~. 

B.sked that-YDi:rectors '.:O:f ·Centres usiJ:lg guns should advise ~::. 
at Colbldaie>who. was iilvestigating their use. It was reported that: -certain . :. , · .. 
guns have been condemmed in the US.A ane undertook to obtain :further ... 
details·· and report ·to the next 1lleeting. ·· .. :, .,... '· 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It ...,as agreed that the next meeting should .take place on 12 December ..in 
Sheffield,and would be :followed by a dinner :for those Directors .. ...mo~-w"ere 
retiring. 

ffihe eve.n.ibg o:f 12. December. haS:'.since }):roved .not to be convenien.t.:..:tcf. all :retir~' 
DirectorS:. ·The dinner--will·. theret'ore/,now be held in Sbeffield.J.ott.:ll.Decembe:r.J 

DHSS 

October 1979 
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