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O A U V  " A M I  

Probe on 
imports of 

'killer-/r 
blood''-* 

By J O H N  H A M S H I R E  
GOVERNMENT h e a l t h  
experts have begun Inves
tigating t h e  possibility t h a t  
Britain Is importing blood 
products from America 
contaminated with t h e  
kiUtr homosexual disease 
AIDS. 

T h e  a c t i o n  f o l l o w s  t h e  d i s 
c o v e r y  t h a t  t i r o  m e n  g i v e n  
r o u t i n e  b l o o d  t r a n s f u s i o n s  l o r  
h a e m o p h i l i a  a r e  n o w  s e r i o u s l y  
111 a p p a r e n t l y  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  
t h e  d i s e a s e .  

D i s c l o s u r e  of  t h e  m e n ' s  
i l l n e s s  a n d  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  a t  
h o s p i t a l s  i n  C a r d i f l  a n d  L o n 
d o n  w a s  m a d e  e x c l u s i v e l y  y e s 
t e r d a y  i n  t h e  M a i l  o n  S u n d a y .  

A I D S ,  A c q u i r e d  I m m u n e  D e 
ficiency S y n d r o m e ,  d e s t r o y s  
t h e  b o d y ' s  n a t u r a l  r e s i s t a n c e  
t o  d i s e a s e  a n d  l e a v e s  i t  v u l 
n e r a b l e  t o  r e p e a t e d  a t t a c k s  
f r o m  i n j e c t i o n s  a n d  c a n c e r .  

I t  w a s  first d i s c o v e r e d  
a m o n g  h o m o s e x u a l s  i n  
A m e r i c a ,  w h o  p a s s e d  i t  o n  a s  
b l c o d  d o n o r s .  

The Standing Committee 
lor the Safety of Medicine 
•prill be leaking particularly 
Into the blood product. Fac
tor Eight, which is derived 
Ircm donated blood and 
needed for haemophiliacs to 
prevent bleeding. 

L a s t  n i g h t  a s p o k e s m a n  f o r  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  H e a l t h  
s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  q u e s t i o n  of 
s t o p p i n g  b l o o d  p r o d u c t  i m 
p o r t s  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  D e p a r t 
m e n t  of H e a l t h ,  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  
Of u s i n g  I m p o r t e d  b lood  
p r o d u c t s  f a r  o u t w e i g h s  t h e  
' s l i g h t  p o s s i b i l i t y '  t h a t  A I D S  
c o u l d  b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  
p a t i e n t s  t h r o u g h  F a c t o r  E i g h t  
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The tragic disease 
I L L N E S S  u s u a l l y  t r a i l s  
b e h i n d  i t s e l f  a c l o u d  o f  
l e g e n d .  

T h e  s e w  k i l l e r - d i s e a s e ,  
A I D S ,  Is n o  e x c e p t i o n .  

t A I D S  — I t s  f u l l  m e d i c a l  
j -title I s  A c q u i r e d  I m m u n i t y  
• D e f i c i e n c y  S y n d r o m e  — i s  a 
i s e x u a l l y - t r a n s m i t t e d  d i s e a s e  
! w h i c h  a p p e a r s  t o  b a r e  o r i g i n 

a t e d  a m o Q :  m a t e  h o m o s e x u a l s  
• i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a l e s .  I t  s e e m s  

t o  b e  c a u s e d  b y  a v i r u s .  
I t s  e f f e c t s  a r e  t r a u m a t i c .  

T h e  v i c t i m ' s  " a u t o - I m m u n e  
s y s t e m  a p a L o s t  d i sease  i s  
d r a m a t i c a l l y  l o w e r e d  o r  
e n t i r e l y  r e m o v e d ,  a n d  i n  m a n y  
e a s e s  h e  o r  s h e  dies,  n o !  of  
A I D S  i t s e l f ,  b u t  of s o m e  d i s 
e a s e  w h i c h  A I D S  a l l o w e d  , t o  
t a k e  over* 

A f e w  e a s e s  b a r e  b e e n  
r e p o r t e d  I n  B r i t a i n  — a n d  
n o w ,  a l a r m i n g l y ,  t w o  p a t i e n t s  
I n  B r i t i s h  h o s p i t a l s  m a y  h a v e  
a c q u i r e d  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  t r a n s 

f u s i o n  of  AlDS-afCec led  blood* 

A I D S  i s  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
d i s e a s e , "  s a y s  m e d i c a l  a u t h o r  
a n d  r e s c a r c h e r ,  3Dr V e r n o n  
C o l e m a n .  

" l b  s t r i c t  m e d i c a l  t e r m s  
t h e r e  i s  n o  r e a l  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  
I t  i s  a d i s e a s e  a t  a l t  

M T h e  t h e o r y  I s  t h a t  t h e  
T i r o s  e n t e r s  t h e  v i c t i m ' s  
s y s t e m  t h r o u g h  l e s ion  c a u s e d  
b y  t h e  a c t  of  s e x  o r  s o m e 
t i m e s  t h r o u j h  t h e  s s e  of a 
d i r t ?  h y p o d e r m i e e  n e e d l e  ose>d 
b y  a d r u g - t a k e r .  

AWS. however, Is NOT now 
an exclusively ftomcMfesMOlty-
transmitted disease. 

Certa in ly  72 p e r  e e a t  o f  

mystery 
c a s e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e )  
I n  T O  I r e  h o m o s e x u a l s .  B u t  
m a n y  m e n  w h o  c o m m i t  
h o m o s e x u a l  a c t s  a l s o  h a v u  
h e t r o s e s u a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
w o m e n ,  w h o  t h e m s e l v e s  m a y  
h a v e  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
o t h e r  h e t r o s e x u a l  m e t L  

T h i s  m a k e s  A I D S  r e s e a r c h 
e r s  a n x i o u s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a t  
t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e y  f e a r ,  t h a t  
A I D S  could  b e c o m e  a m o r e  
/ r ene ra l  s e x u a l l y - t r a n s m i t t e d  
d i s e a s e  t h a n  i t  i s  a t  p r e s e n t .  

I n  A m e r i c a ,  A I D S  i s  N O T  
y e t  o c c u r r i n g  o n  a s h a r p l y  r f e -
i n g  s c a l e .  

F i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l l  

o f  l a s t  y e a r  j f ive 464 e a s e s  
d i a g n o s e d ,  of  w h o m  362 w e r e  
s t i l i  a l i v e  a t  t h e  e n d  of t h a t  
p e r i o d .  

I n  t h e  first q u a r t e r  
of  t h i s  y e a r ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
c a s e s  w a s  d r o p p i n g  — 1 6 1  
c a s e s  d i a g n o s e d ,  of w h o m  141  
w e r e  s t i l l  alixe. a t  t b t  e n d .  of ,  
3 i a r c h .  

T h e s e  f e w  h u n d r e d  e a s e s ,  
m u s t ,  of c o u r s e i  b e  s e t  a r a i n s  t 
a Ign i t ed  S t a l e s  p o p u l a t i o n  of  
a r o u n d  216 mi l l ions .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  d e a t h  r a t e  
i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e .  A p a t i e n t  w h o  
h a s  A I D S  f o r  m e t e  t h a n  t w o  

y e a r s  h a s  o n l y a t w e n t y  p e r  
c e n t  c h a n c e  o f  s u r v i v a l .  

" P a r t  of t h e  t r o n b l e  i s  t h a t  
w e  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  t e r r i f i e d  of  
t h e  u n k n o w n , "  s a y s  D r  Cole 
m a n .  

M T h e r e  I s  a d a n g e r  t h a t  
I t  c o u l d  a s s u m e  h i g h e r  p r o p o r 
t i o n s .  T r a v e l  m i k e s  I t  
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  i s o l a t e  o u r s e l r e f .  

" I f  w e  e o u l d  d i s c o v e r  
e x a c t l y  w h a t  A I D S  i s  — 
i n d e e d ,  I F  i t  I s  — we m i g h t  
b e  a b l e  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  t o  
c o u n t e r  I t , "  

Douglas Orgill 


