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Failure of 2nd- and 3rd-6eneration 
HCV EUSA and RSBA to Detect 
HC¥ Polymerase Chain Reaction-
Positive Donations 

In t h e  c a t t y  several  c<>fjrH/Yc's jrjtrcj-

ak-mnc aminofriinsiernsu (ALT) test

ing  o r  Wood demure, AS a SURRY^HC IUSI .for 

nort-A noi'i-B h^pnihis. During tfiu period 

KH A l . T  wiutfy was peEfarnw* o n  

;^.523 \Yc${oT Siwlkutd N o o d  mo-Jiw-

k i g  5 ,057 d o l o r s  from pr isons  hi West Ssot-

fond, A una !  o f  5 4  dona t ion^  3!>frorn prison 

donors  mid  A f r om o the r  ((ori tur  « w  f o o n d  

i p  have A L T  valued in exces s  o f  2 .5  l imes 

>jpper jjmSr o f j x w w a i  --criteria uf&1 by  nwny 

jo Indicate  h c p a ; $ &  A l l  3 4  cionHtidw w e r e  

RBsAi i  negative b y  radiohnmurtoa&say (A.os-

r k  2: Abfxtf t  Laboratories) ,  T h i n y t w o  (if'the-

5 4  piiiAnsa donat ions w e r e  elprwi a t  - S ^ C  

aftd j^Uquoti? were  testeij f o r  the p resence  o f  

aiili-HCV' H C V  &NA imd  mU-lBc. hi I W S ,  
Alf "rS2 w e r e  w l e  donors  and all btu \ were 
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doiwos. 

Ai iU-HCV screening w a s  perfbj-jaud us-: 

tog-2nd- ;mdSx<i-j?c?tit:rationi Abboil and  .Or-

t hoDi f l gnos ik s  H C V  l i U f i A s .  Twenty-six <M' 

t h e 3 2  clomtrions wcjw ro&itflvji-svjib oil A BL-

l $ A s  whilst  t he  remaining 6 vwvc non-rcac-

Tiw with  all 4 £ U $ A s .  jta'flte BJBA-2 assay  

tCbkion  C o r p j  2 3  o f  tho  r cac tw es w cr o  posi

tive* 3 w i r e  iodelcn ru^a lc  ( i  c2h 2 c 3 3  

only).  The (> £ U S A  ?iWMv'iClive-e were nega

tive, Al l  s ample s  v-tit? rettistcd b y  KiBA-5. 
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fc rHCV:  'llvs 6 R I B A - 3 -  a M  BX^AvViogaiivc 

ounfi^Dns ron^iucj:) i U M - 3  n e ^ i v c .  

FICV I^NA. wt i .  ine^tiri?d iiL '̂ng po-

Iymir5.sc; chain reaction ( P C R )  wiJh iK'-st^d 

priuiisrs Iktrtj  tlsc y nOii-Cixliji.y i ' ^ i o r ,  [ I j .  

T.yenty-une 6it^>p5e,s tv^rc u> Ijb PCK 

positive (labSe [) ••• 19<jj'tSic 2 6  i l lBA-. i  J^osi-
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Wfii 50 vile SN13TS P( !R Refcrejtcc Laboi'fllo-

n r  whfcconfirniad l i C V  l i N A  nbsls ivny 
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posidvj.'.(C<jrek; $orin iiHoTs.edics) Hi:d 1 
positive f o r  JgM. P.nti-HBc ^idiwithiy: recent 
(!t"Ulc I IB  V uifcctiwo. o f  th& .'ibo-v^ 

2-Xn?A znSi i (CV ELJ$A-ne.qath'e but PCI?-
p o s i l i w  < k w » s  an i i - J i ik '  l»ui n wu'njv'ie 

Ho5ti 1 ( i i w r j  y<.tai-.s shown l o  have 

RtfcW^u, MBeAg, IgG umi-HBt ^iid 9iu;-
11DY coal Arming' high-risk fEWivHyof ttiis 
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tfestwiiittat. e a s i e r  scrOni^alivij  bu(  F C R -
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Whils i  OtiiiTs-12, r c p o r £ ^  H C V  
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pravJoi?iiJy a?> noa-A.^>tou-B I4?]- rhu-
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d.0001^ wild ; u e  eiirlv pouii  in  iViti iTifoc-
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doRAthms. Is Ixi? bEen.ftrguctit l^t^hoiiid sur-
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but swrorivgaliw iionois.  b t  cou^ti 'ics whe re  

sucroga.se Wiiiuj:  l?:ts n o i  been  i^iirodycod iho  

decis ion i o  j.5fcccctl l o  A3.T t« l i .ng  in add^iOn 

(.{) HCV'  njuibody  i.vi|l h e  gOvi'i'fK^ hy  

die p i i ivalepct  o f  M.CV in feci ion n j u h  i sk iw-
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di.?t07J Uju UK-ttf.SllCC: o f  tTiCiC tWi  PCl?.-pOSt-
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',T)<y:z swisiiiva sisrologiofil M.CV assays.  
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